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Bell Drifter RSD Skulls Helmet
Bell Powersports enlisted custom bike builder Roland Sands to design graphics for

its Drifter RSD Skulls Helmet. Sands, who sported a Bell helmet while tearing up

the track en route to the 1998 AMA 250GP championship, is renowned for his

racing-inspired building style and styling is one of the RSD Skulls helmet’s strong 

points. A thick black middle stripe gives it old school charm, while hollow-eyed

skulls with layers of overlapping skeletal faces in fiery red and orange hues doles

out attitude. A black rear goggle strap with a single snap mounted on the back is

a bonus.

The composite fiberglass shell combines with a healthy layer of impact-

absorbing Styrofoam inside to bring it up to DOT standards. A small, removable

comfort pad Velcros into the back of the helmet to dial in the fit. It has soft, removable

ear pads that dull some of the road noise and protect against dirt and debris. However,

liner padding is pretty much non-existent and the thin liner isn’t removable. The

chinstrap sits far back when the helmet is cinched on tight and rests right at the

top of my Adam’s apple, making it difficult to swallow at speed.

The Bell Drifter RSD Skulls helmet has a cool design and the padded earpads

are comfy, but it could use more padding inside the shell itself, a removable liner,

and a small chin pad to keep it from choking you out when you start creeping over

70mph. Includes a five-year warranty. - Bryan Harley

MSRP $120

www.belleaston.com

Icon Alliance SSR Represent Helmet
Icon Helmets are all about attitude. Now the maker of street-savvy motorcycle gear

is taking customization a step further with its Alliance SSR Represent Helmet. Let

everybody on the road know which ‘hood you roam by sporting it on your helmet’s

chinbar. Deck the helmet out with hardcore metal studs, then choose one of seven

unique chinbar graphics for your lid, whether you hail from the mean streets of

Detroit or call So-Cal’s Pacific Coast Highway home. Now you don’t have to pay an

ungodly amount to add personality to your lid. Icon will customize it for you.

An injection-molded polycarbonate outer shell serves as the canvas for the

bad dog graphics of Icon’s Represent helmet. Everybody will be scoping out the

snarling pitbull painted on its side without realizing the shell meets both Snell

M2005 and FMVSS 218 DOT standards. But it’s got more to offer than just good

looks. The aerodynamic lid has a proven “Supervent” ventilation system that

features twin channel vents on the top that suck air in, a center mouth vent that

defogs the shield, and four exit ports (two side breath exhaust ports and two rear

exhausts).

Thick cheek pads and an energy-absorbing dual-density liner provide a

firm, comfortable fit. The HydraDry wicking interior keeps the sweat out of your

eyes, and the cheek pad and comfort liner snaps out for cleaning. The clear shield

gets the scratch-free treatment and has a fog free coating that assists the center

mouth vent in keeping the shield clear. A steal for less than two bills. 

- Bryan Harley

MSRP - $180

www.rideicon.com

Shoei J-Wing Helmet
Motorcyclists are a stubborn group. Like most folks they stick to what they know,

and when it comes to protecting their heads, the majority of street riders choose

full-face helmets. Shoei, a premium Japanese helmet manufacturer, provides a new

option with its J-Wing lid. The J-Wing is a cross between the traditional freedom

afforded by an open-face lid and the safety and comfort of a full-face.  

Aesthetically, the J-Wing looks like part of a military helicopter pilot’s uniform

rather than something a motorcyclist would wear. Its sleek design comes in eight

colors and looks racy enough to catch younger eyes, yet remains classic enough for

old school motorcycle pilots to admire, and it’s available in several sizes that will

fit virtually any size skull. 

The first thing we noticed when wearing was just how snug the fit is. Rock

your head in any direction and the helmet remains firmly in place. Yet, its thick,

plush interior is devoid of pressure points and it doesn’t irritate sensitive skin. The

inner pieces can be removed for cleaning and modified with different sized pads for

a totally custom fit.

Since it only weights 3.2 pounds it’s easy to forget you’re even wearing a

helmet, which is another plus for those who like longer rides as it greatly reduces

fatigue. Add in the refreshing effect provided by its ventilation ports and the

solid ratchet style operation of its visor and you’ve got a safe, stylish helmet which

provides the ultimate compromise between open air enjoyment and full-face

protection. - Adam Waheed

Available in eight different colors and sizes XXS - XXL

MSRP: $385

www.shoei-helmets.com

HJC IS-MAX Modular Helmet
It seems that I am the unofficial modular helmet tester in the MotoUSA office. It is a position

I readily accept, as my love for the convenience of the flip-up design is shameless. The HJC

IS-MAX modular helmet is an admirable flip-up design, which I’ve sampled throughout the

summer riding season. The DOT-approved polycarbonate shell/EPS liner construction with

removable/washable interior is comfortable and feels fairly light for a modular, though fit and

finish feels less high quality than its Shoei competitor.

Airflow kept me cool and the retractable face shield is idiot proof – quite easy to

operate on the fly, one area it beats the competition. And as for the retractable SunShield

visor, while it works at shielding the sun, I didn’t realize how big my schnozz is! If I ever

take a tumble with it down, it won’t be big any longer. Even a couple reasonable road dips

had me retract it after taking a solid slash to the bridge of my snout. 

The best thing going for the HJC IS-MAX is its $200-$215 MSRP, making it an attractive

budget entry into the modular world. As for the convenience factor: Yeah, I’m the dork who

never takes his helmet off. Take a photo - flip it up. Get some gas - flip it up. Visit the little

boy’s room… That’s right – flip it up! I’m the dude standing next to you in the urinal wearing

a helmet – without shame, my friend, without shame.  - Bryan Harley

Available in six different colors and sizes XS - XXL

M.S.R.P.

Solid:$200

Metallic:$210




